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The houses or offices of the professional men, and tlie
cab-stands, are also in connection with the exchange, so
that, for example, if a doctor is wanted in a hurry he can
be called in a moment by telephone, and on receiving

the message he can at once call for a cab, which he will
find waiting at the door almost as soon as he is ready to
start, Fire and police stations are also in connection with
the exchange, so that if a fire breaks out in the house, or

if burglars break in during the night, assistance, can be
obtained at once*

I will conclude this chapter by an instance, which came
within my own personal knowledge, of the value of the tele-
phono for such ptirpoHos. A banker at a town in the United
States was one night absent from home, and his wife was
lott with only women servants in the house. After she had
retired to rest she heard some noise proceeding from the
lower part of the house, which led her to believe that
burglars had obtained an entrance. She at once got out
of bed as quietly as possible, went into her dressing-room,
where a telephone was placed, called the police and a^ked
for assistance. In the course of a very few minutes a party
of policemen arrived and captured three negroes who were
engaged in robbing the IIOUBO* the
